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FROM THE MIA RECOVERY & IDENTIFICATION TEAM LEAD

have a lot to accomplish, the team is
energized to meet my expectations.
I hope everyone else is planning a
nice relaxing summer. If so, stop by
the Edgewater to participate in our
inaugural music venue on Memorial

Day, “The Songs of Our Heroes.” I will

be there and hopefully we can connect!
If not, have a great summer!

Dear Reader, summer is fast
approaching, and the excitement is

in the air for the team to be back

in Belgium working on our case.
Logistical planning is underway, and
we have a great group of students, staff,
faculty, and volunteers this year! We

- Charles Konsitzke

THE INAUGURAL
“THE SONGS OF OUR HEROES”
LIVE AT THE EDGEWATER HOTEL
MEMORIAL DAY,
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* 'The Inaugural “The
Songs of Our Heroes”
LIVE at The Edgewater
Hotel, Monday, May 29

 Student Profile: Marissa
Atkins

* RITS2023-A

Successful Event

* Heroes Coming Home

* A Fond Farewell

* Out & About with the
UW MIA Project

* Dr. Vaneesa Cook’s

Interview on NPR
 Thank You to Our

Generous Sponsors

In the last two years, we have
focussed on expanding both our
awareness and fundraising efforts
to insure the community knows
about the work we are doing to
bring closure to MIA families
as well as the need to fund the
missions that will bring our
missing service members home.

'These efforts have connected us

to members of the community
that want to help in bigger ways.
Last year, we connected with the
owner of The Edgewater Hotel,
who appreciated the importance
of supporting the mission of the
MIA Project. What came out
of that meeting was the creation
of a Memorial Day concert
experience. (continued on p. 5)



STUDENT VOLUNTEER PROFILE

MARISSA ATKINS

Our former volunteers

travel fascinating career

paths. Marissa Atkins

volunteered with the

UW MIA RIP on a

field mission to Belgium

in 2019, and since

graduating in May 2020

with a B.S. Anthropology

and  Certificate  in

Archaeology, she

completed a year

of service with the

Americorps Emergency

Response Team in St.

Louis and then worked in Yosemite National Park as a Fire

Archaeologist. Her job in the national park consisted of

assessing various sites and creating plans to protect them

from the eftects of fire. This past year, Atkins fought fires as

a wildland firefighter with the United States Forest Service,

based in California, where she spent her days flying to the

fire-line via helicopter. Her crew responded to small and

massive fires all across California as well as in Utah and

Idaho. Recently, Atkins became a Wilderness EMT, so that
she can further support
her community in that
capacity. You will never
find her in one place!

Atkins also maintains

a passion for helping

families of MIAs. “My

Dad is in the military,

so growing up, he was

often deployed for
months at a time,” she explains. “I cannot even begin to
imagine what it is like for families and friends to never
have their loved ones return. I joined this project because
I wanted to help others find some closure and I have the
archaeology skills to do so.”

We wish Atkins the best this summer as she returns to
work on a rescue team or to pursue archaeology projects in
California.

EXPERTS IN THE RECOVERY
OF THE MISSING
DESCEND ON THE UW

THE INAUGURAL
RECOVERY INNOVATION
TECHNOLOGY SUMMIT
SUCCEEDS DESPITE A
SNOW STORM IN MADISON

In February, a diverse assembly of
academics, independent scholars, and
non-profit recovery and identification
groups descended on the University of
Wisconsin-Madison Biotechnology
Center to technologies
that contribute to the recovery of
missing persons and MIA service
members. Even the storm couldnt
stop our attendees and panelists
from participating in the inaugural
Recovery Innovation Technology
Summit. Although some were forced
to transition to virtual participation
due to travel restrictions, the inaugural
summit was a success, and the UW
MIA Project is already planning next

year’s event.

discuss

For more information about our
panelists and what they discussed,
visit the RITS website or watch clips
on our YouTube Channel.



https://mia.biotech.wisc.edu/rits/
https://www.youtube.com/@uwmiarecoveryandidentifica2717

HEROES COMING HOME

On March 28, we were honored to attend the reinternment service for
the remains of PFC William “Sonny” Simon, in Middleton, WI, who
was killed in 1944 during WWII at the age of 20 in Germany’s Hurtgen
Forest. Simon’s brother and sister were able to attend the ceremony,
hosted by the VFW 8216 post named in his honor.

Last year, the DPA A also announced that remains of Grafton native, 1st
LT Roy Harms, who crashed during a bombing mission near Ploesti,
Romania in 1943, have also been identified. A reinternment service
was held on May 6, 2023 in Grafton to bring Harms home.

We eagerly await notification about the ceremonies planned to honor
Sgt. Thaddeus S. Matuszak, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the third WWII
MIA identified by DPAA in the past year.

Counter clockwise from top:
The reinternment service
for the remains of PFC
William “Sonny” Simon, st
Lietenant Roy Harms; PFC
William “Sonny” Simon laid
to rest in Middleton, W1

As the year comes to an end, we prepare to say goodbye to
volunteers who are moving on to bigger and better things.

Anna Dyrbye-O’Hare ® Emily Eichstedt-Anderson
Mae Hurtado-Thiele ® Amanda Jentsch
Ashley Philipp ¢ Chloe Westberg

Olivia Thompson, who graduated in May 2022, spent her
gap year volunteering with the UW MIA RIP. She traveled
with the scouting team to Poland in October and will serve
on the field mission in Belgium this summer. Thompson
is planning to attend Virginia Commonwealth University

this fall for graduate studies in forensic anthropology.
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UW MIA Project Lead Historian
Speaks with NPR in Milwaukee

Dr. Vaneesa Cook was invited to join

WUWM’s Chuck Quirmbach on air
to discuss the UW MIA Recovery and
Identification Project and the team’s work

brlnglng home MIA service members. Top left: Our volunteers at the National Archives in St. Louis to
obtain documents for ongoing cases; Top center: Student Lead,
Mae Hurtado-Thiele at the Capitol for a public hearing about
Assembly Bill 26, a bill that would provide state funding for

the UW MIA Project; Top right: Celebrating our graduates and
UW MIA Project team members; Middle right: Celebrating our
volunteers at Muromato; Botfom right: Dr. Vaneesa Cook with
Dan Buttery at the War Memorial Center in Milwaukee

LISTENTO DR. COOK’S
INTERVIEW



https://www.wuwm.com/2023-02-07/wisconsin-researchers-help-national-effort-to-locate-and-repatriate-remains-of-u-s-service-members

THE INAUGURAL “THESONGs | ACKNOWLEDGING
OF OUR HEROES” OUR GENEROUS

(CONT’” FROM P.1) DONORS

'The work we do at the UW MIA Recovery and
Identification Project would not be possible
without the generous support of our donors.

This concert will be called “The Songs of Our Heroes”
and will feature music from America’s overseas conflicts
starting with WWII, and moving through the decades
to represent the Korean War, Vietnam, The Gulf War
and Operation Enduring Freedom. We are lucky to have . . o, e
e e [esadls ki s @m My 29, AL, TELAT gratitude to t.hos.e organizations and individuals
JAZZ CLASSIC BIG BAND and SEAN MICHAEL whose contributions are helping us make a
DARGAN & THE TALENTED LADS difference for MIA families.

Please join us in offering our immeasurable

The concert will be free and open to the public, and ¢ lIIur!nna
there will be food and drinks available for purchase. ¢ R?lllng Thunder L. .
e Vietnam Veterans Association of America
Aditionally, there will be presentations by the Team * Sargento Cheese
Lead for the UW MIA Project, members of the project’s ¢ TI?S Telecom . .
Board of Advisors, project volunteers as well as a table * Disabled American Veterans Foundation
with artifacts collected from recovery missions. (DAV)
e Tito’s Handmade Vodka
To help fund the MIA Project’s efforts, there will be * Integrated DNA Technologies
silent auction featuring gifts from our sponsor, Tito’s ¢ Prom.ega .
Handmade Vodka and more. * Intellimetrics
¢ Thermo Fisher Scientific
The afternoon is sponsored by The Edgewater Hotel, * and many more
Sargento Cheese, TDS Telecom and Tito’s Handmade
Vodka. -
(hank you
For more infomation, visit the UW MIA Project /
website at mia.biotech.wisc.edu. f ov Yyour s M/’)fLO’Lf '

UW MIA Recovery and Identification Project
425 Henry Mall, Suite 3130
Madison, WI 53706

Email: MIA®@biotech.wisc.edu
Phone: (608) 890-4889



https://www.facebook.com/UWMissingInAction
https://www.instagram.com/uwmissinginaction/
http://mia.biotech.wisc.edu

